USE MLA FORMATING IN ALL
1. Instructions: (WEEK 8)
Read this comic, You're Not Going to Believe What I'm Going to Tell You, by Matthew Inman, creator of The Oatmeal. (FYI, the original version included some colorful language; a "clean," classroom-friendly version is linked here.)
In the first paragraph of your post, briefly describe an experience you've had with the backfire effect, either when you were trying to convince someone of something, or someone was trying to convince you. Alternatively, you could post about something you read that was difficult to believe but turned out to be true. Why do you think the information caused the reaction it did? 
In your second paragraph, list a strategy or two that you can use to make sure you don't fall victim to the backfire effect when you're doing your own research. 
2. Instructions: (WEEK 8)
First, read Chapter 11 of Practical Argument. Second, do Exercises 11.1 and 11.2 in Chapter 11.
Tips:
In order to complete the exercises correctly, you should know the answers to  these questions:
· What is plagiarism? 
· What are some examples of deliberate plagiarism?
· What are some examples of plagiarizing without intending to?
· What is common knowledge? 
· If you use an image or chart from the internet in a presentation, do you have to give credit? 
· If you put a source's ideas into your own words, do you need to document the source?
· If you look for ideas on the internet and use them in an essay, have you plagiarized if you don't remember where you saw the ideas you used? 

3. Instructions: (WEEK 9)
Read Purdue University OWL's resources on annotated bibliographies.

Before you post, read the Annotated Bibliography Assignment (9.2), the Purdue OWL information on annotated bibliographies, and "How to Write an Annotated Bibliography" course page pelow.
Next, post an annotated bibliography entry for ONE of your sources.
______________________________________________________________________________
How to Write an Annotated Bibliography

An annotated bibliography is a genre of academic writing intended to give specific information to a particular audience. For this reason, there is no one "right way" to do an annotated bibliography that will work for all classes, instructors, or rhetorical situations. Instead, you should write annotated bibliographies with some thought to the length, amount of detail, and type of commentary your audience needs or expects.
That said, annotated bibliographies have some common characteristics. To annotate a bibliography means to include critical commentary about each work on the list, usually in one or two short paragraphs. Each annotation should contain the following:
· A complete MLA citation (if you don't have a writer's handbook, please refer to MC's page on 2016 MLA citations. 
· Three main points of the information in the source or the arguable position presented in the source.

· An evaluative statement on the accuracy, credibility, objectivity, currency, comprehensiveness, and authority of the source (see pages 290-295); and
· How this source helps you understand the issue, if it supports your prediction about the issue or makes you look at the issue differently.
· Your main reason for choosing this source.
Example:

Ames, Katrine. "Last Rights." Newsweek, 26 Aug. 1991, pp. 40-41. 

This is a news article for the general public about the popularity of a book called Final Exit, on how to commit suicide. Ames explains the interest in the book as resulting from people's perception that doctors, technology, and hospital bureaucrats are making it harder and harder to die with dignity in this country. The article documents with statistics the direction of public opinion on this topic and also outlines some options, besides suicide, that are becoming available to ensure people of the right to die. Ames shows a bias against prolonging life through technology, but she includes quotations from authorities on both sides. This is a good source of evidence about public and professional opinion.

-This sample is from The Aims of Argument by Timothy Crusius and Carolyn Channell.
________________________________________________________________________________

4. Instructions: (WEEK 9)

First, review the link to Library Resources on the Course Content page for help with conducting research, evaluating sources, and  other MLA formatting questions that you may have. 
Second, read about annotated bibliographies and see visual examples on Purdue OWL website.
Third, annotate 5 sources on your topic proposed last week. For each entry include complete citation information and a brief summary and evaluation paragraph (about 100 words) covering these areas:
· Three main points of the information in the source or the arguable position presented in the source.
· An evaluative statement on the accuracy, credibility, objectivity, currency, comprehensiveness, and authority of the source (see pp. 290-295); and
· How this source helps you understand the issue, if it supports your prediction about the issue or makes you look at the issue differently.
· Your main reason for choosing this source.


5. Instructions: (WEEK 10)
Before you write, review Chapter 11, "Revising to Eliminate Plagiarism," on pages 376-379.
When you write your Exploratory Essay as the culminating assignment for Unit 3, you will need not only to document source material, but also intersperse borrowed material with your own ideas. This assignment will give you a chance to practice the juggling act of writing paragraphs that include summary, paraphrasing, and quotations; represent your sources fairly; respond to sources with your own ideas; and indicate clear boundaries between your own ideas and borrowed material. 
For this assignment, use the same source you used for Assignment 9.1. Include the following elements in your paragraph:
· Introductory sentence that includes the author's full name, the full title of the work, and some indication of the author's position on your issue question
· 1-2 sentences summarizing the source without using any quotations
· Paraphrases of the source's 2-3 best points, without using quotations
· 2-3 sentences that include BOTH a quotation and your own ideas
· 1-2 sentences that include ONLY your own ideas.

You may find some of these example signal phrases helpful as you construct your paragraph:

. In "Article Title," [Author] suggests that...
. According to [Lastname]...
. [Author] also implies that...
. [Author's] main focus is...
. [Author] contends _____________, but does not consider ________________.
. [Author] is rightly concerned with ______________, and even argues ___________________.
. In terms of my issue question of whether ________________________, this article supports my idea that...
. This article introduces the idea that ______________________, which I didn't consider when I first chose my topic.
Preparing for the Exploratory Essay
So far in Unit 3, you have completed the following steps in the research process:
1. Identified an issue question that you are interested in answering
2. Listed information questions whose answers will help you develop your own answer to your issue question
3. Compiled an annotated bibliography of your five best sources.
In the next major assignment, the Exploratory Essay, you will consider three distinct ways of answering your issue question and trace your how your thoughts on your topic have changed or deepened through your research. The exploratory essay will help you think through your own answer to the question on which you focused, which you will then use as the central claim of your Researched Argument and support with evidence from and commentary on your sources.
The Exploratory Essay is not a rehashed Annotated Bibliography. In the Annotated Bibliography, you considered each source in isolation and evaluated its usefulness for your essay. In the Exploratory Essay, you will synthesize your sources and generate a claim based on what you have learned from your research.
The Exploratory Essay is not an argument. In the Researched Argument, you will make and defend a claim. In the Exploratory Essay, on the other hand, you will show how your sources helped you arrive at your claim and how they inform your claim.
So…what is an exploratory essay?
The main purposes of an exploratory essay are to consider different perspectives and evidence, to question your own viewpoints, and to formulate your thoughts about how to answer the issue question you chose for your topic.
______________________________________________________________________________
 
6. Assignment: (WEEK 10)
Before you begin, make sure you have read “Preparing to Write the Exploratory Essay,” watched the NOVA video on exploratory essays, and read the materials from letterpile.com, especially the differences between an exploratory essay and an argument.

Length: 5-7 pages, double spaced, MLA format

Sources: three, each representing a different point of view

Instructions:
This essay is structured around stages of your thought process and how it evolves as you reflect on how each source illuminates the issue question for your research. Please use this organization.
In this essay, you will describe the problem or controversy your issue question addresses, consider several different perspectives or "answers" to your issue question, and, based on an objective-as-possible examination of the evidence, formulate your own answer to your issue question.


7. Instructions: (WEEK 11)

After you have identified your issue, written your linked questions, and spent some time researching and thinking about your topic during the Exploratory Essay stage, you need to start planning your Researched Argument paper. Your argument plan will include:
· A position statement
· Rhetorical context analysis
· Audience analysis
· A claim
· A formal outline of your paper. You can build upon the informal outline you submitted last week.

Here is some information to help you construct your plan:

Position Statement:
This is your answer to your issue question. Ideally, your new issue question emerges from the  previous exploration of the topic. If you want to revise/change the issue question, you should discuss it with your professor, You should identify the issue question in the argumentative context, and then you should write your answer to the question. The statement should reflect your thoughts about the answer to your issue question. Your post should be based on the thinking you have done about this topic, and where you expect to be going with your position paper.

Rhetorical Context:
Explain the issue and the context of the issue. You may want to identify for whom this issue is important and what the various sides of the issue are.
Audience Analysis:
Determine who the target audience for your argument is. Your target audience is your choice, so you should spend some time thinking about who they are and how you can reach them. You should think about the unstated assumptions, beliefs, attitudes and values of this audience.
Claim:
Similar to a thesis statement, this is the claim you will make with this paper. Once you have determined your audience, you need to develop a claim based on your position which is targeted toward your chosen audience.
Reasons:
These are the points you will make to support your claim and convince your audience. State the specific reasons why your claim is true.

* Be sure to include any other elements which might be important to your argument, such as:

Qualifiers and Exceptions: You may want to consider qualifiers and exceptions for your argument. These should be designed to make your argument stronger and may help you appeal to your audience. Note: Qualifiers are limits to your claim. They frame the claim so it is not absolute. Exceptions are situations or examples when your claim is not true.  

Objection/Rebuttal: an argument against your claim, and the rebuttal (or reason why that objection is wrong) against that objection.

Common Ground: If you are developing a Rogerian style argument (see the PowerPoint on Argument Types in Unit 1), you will need to identify at least two sides of the issue and the common ground between these two sides.

Solution: if there is a solution you want to recommend either based on your position or on the common ground you have identified, you should identify it in your plan.

Tips:
The following resource can be extremely helpful in organizing your argument plan. Please go to the Establishing Arguments on Purdue OWL website and read the following sections: Strong Thesis Statements, Research and Evidence, Organizing Your Argument, and Rhetorical Strategies.
[bookmark: _GoBack]See page 415 in the textbook for different types of argument and further independent reading suggestions.
